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RLT is back ... we hope

It was some eight months ago, back in the middle of March, when the Covid-19 pandemic exploded 
and brought pretty much everything to a halt, all across Canada and over most of the world.

Regina Little Theatre wasn’t spared. Six major events – four mainstage productions, plus the spring 
and fall cabarets – have been cancelled.

We are pleased – very, very cautiously pleased – to announce that RLT has resumed activity and has 
even scheduled its next mainstage production. However, no sooner had we made plans and gotten 
busy than a new wave of coronavirus struck. We are carefully monitoring the outbreak and will, if 
necessary, put projects on hold, but for the moment RLT is proceeding with the following:

• Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol, adapted by Devin Melnyk, will be presented as 
a podcast in November and December.

• Kringle Calls, a chance for children to visit with Santa Claus over the Internet, will be 
conducted over the first two weekends in December.

• Mainstage productions will resume with the play Writers’ Runaround, to be staged 
February 17-20 with evening performances Wednesday through Saturday, plus an 
additional matinee on Saturday.

Read on for details of these events, plus news on what changes are in store as a result of the 
pandemic.
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Writers’ Runaround compresses the laughter
Here’s some trivia for you: Duck Soup, generally regarded as the Marx Brothers’ funniest 

and best movie, was also their shortest, clocking in at a mere 68 minutes.

That little tidbit is offered just as a reminder that a show doesn’t have to be long to be 
great. You see, the RLT season that was planned for 2019-20 had to be overhauled because 
of the pandemic. The performing arts have had to make some serious adjustments, and 
among the concessions live theatre must make until further notice are shorter plays with 
smaller casts.

Luckily, we have a Play Selection Committee spearheaded by Bonnie Senger and Nora 
Berg that put in some overtime and discovered Writers’ Runaround, a little comedic 
gem by playwright Thomas S. Hischak that puts a new slant on some of literature’s most 
famous figures.

Jane Austen, Ernest Hemingway, Dorothy Parker and Oscar Wilde argue about Star Wars 
and Harry Potter – in a sports bar; Homer and his agent have a confrontation over his new 
epic; Edgar Allen Poe and Emily Dickinson meet through a computer dating service; a 
contemporary couple encounters literary nonsense in a library; and, Shakespeare’s trash 
gives historians unexpected insights into his life.

All this will unfold in about 90 minutes, with no intermission. (See the “Covid Q&A” 
in this issue of Masks and Faces for more details on audience considerations.)

Writers’ Runaround will be directed by Carri Lelliott. Carla Dorwart is stage 
manager, assisted by Alicia Dorwart, with set design by Brad McDougall, costumes by 
Jean Taylor and sound by Marty Lelliott.

“We read many scripts on the 
search that ended with this particular 
play,” says Carri, who also serves on 
the Play Selection Committee. “We 
wanted to find something different, 
engaging, witty and humorous; 
we found all of this in Writers’ 
Runaround.

“I like that most of the characters 
are real people as opposed to 
characters of fiction, and I think the 
actors will enjoy that challenge. 
Writers’ Runaround is an interesting 
hybrid of English literature, sci-fi/
fantasy, and the computer age.”
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Auditions for Writers’ Runaround

Precautions to prevent the spread of Covid-19 will be in place for auditions, which are 
scheduled for Monday and Tuesday, November 16-17, with sessions beginning at 7:30 
and 8:30 each night in the main theatre at the Regina Performing Arts Centre. Unlike 
our past auditions where prospective participants simply showed up and gathered in one 
large group, these will require pre-registration and will be conducted in smaller, socially-
distanced sessions.

Anyone wishing to audition must email the stage manager at cdorwart@sasktel.net 
to book a date and time. Those who do will be required to fill out an online audition form 
and will receive script sides, which they must bring to the audition in printed form or 
downloaded to their phones (thus avoiding the risk of circulating common materials). All 
participants are expected to be on time and to wear a mask.

Because the show allows for doubling of roles, the cast could be as small as four or as 
large as eight actors.

Performances are scheduled for February 17-20 with evening 
performances Wednesday through Saturday, plus an additional 
matinee on Saturday.

Tickets are scheduled to go on sale beginning Tuesday, January 5, through the Regina 
Performing Arts Centre box office, telephone 306-779-2277. Note that, because of the 
possibility of cancellation due to the pandemic, tickets will not be sold by subscription this 
season. (Again, see the “Covid Q&A.”)

Thank you

For Your Generous support!
https://www.tourismsaskatchewan.com/
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A podcast? Bah, humbug!
Yuletide isn’t complete without A Christmas Carol, and Regina Little Theatre is 
providing a new slant on Charles Dickens’ Victorian classic.

Beginning Wednesday, Nov. 18, RLT will present a five-part podcast of its version of 
Dickens’ tale, adapted by RLT member Devin Melnyk.

A new segment of the podcast will be presented each succeeding Wednesday. 
People can tune in for free, but you can get the whole package at once with a 
minimum donation of about $10 through Patreon. (Which doesn’t work in Canadian 
dollars, so it will show as $7.50 US.) Additional perks, including tax receipts for the 
amount over $10 Cdn, are available for donations of $20 Cdn or more.

The episodes will be available from the major Podcast carriers: Google Podcasts, 
Spotify, Apple Podcasts, Stitcher, and others. Devin Melnyk is also directing, with 
help from production manager Tyler Toppings and sound technician Jennifer Lyn 
Squires.

The cast features Kevin Rispler as Scrooge, Rob Huber as Marley and David 
Hopkinson as Bob Cratchit.

Thanks to Kim Oberthier - Realtor for supporting this production! 
Kim Oberthier Re/Max Crown Real Estate 

www.kimoberthier.realtor
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Santa’s available and we’ve got him!
No virus is going to get in the way of Santa Claus delivering presents, but his schedule 
leading up to Christmas has gone through some adjustments that have worked out in 
Regina Little Theatre’s favour!

Unable to make his customary visits 
to shopping malls and other public 
places, the jolly old elf is teaming up 
with RLT to visit with children and 
take their requests over the Internet 
as part of our “Kringle Calls” project.

This is no imitation or facsimile, either; 
no, sir, this is the one and only, the 
genuine, the authentic Santa Claus 
himself!

“Ho-ho-ho my goodness, I am so 
excited about this,” Santa said from 
the North Pole. “I remember four 
years ago, when Regina Little Theatre 
performed The Life and Adventures 
of Santa Claus, how delighted I was 
to see them tell my story. RLT has 
always been high on my ‘Nice List.’

“And the children of Saskatchewan have been so good this year during such a difficult time! I can’t 
wait to see some of them and find out what they would like for Christmas!”

Santa will be available on a Zoom linkup the first two weekends of December (Dec. 3-5 and 
Dec. 10-12) on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 6 to 9 p.m. (The Wednesdays of Dec. 2 
and 9 may be added if demand makes them necessary.)

Parents can book a five-minute (individual) or 10-minute (family) session for their children  
by going to

https://tsicommunity.wufoo.com/forms/rlt-presents-kringle-calls/
on the Internet. Zoom link information will be provided through an e-mail upon payment. Parents 
will be asked to answer some survey questions so that Santa will have something to discuss with 
the children. (It’s been a tough year on Santa, too; he needs a little reminding!)

In addition to the time with Santa, participants will be emailed pictures of their child and Santa 
captured during the visit.

There will be a charge of $20 for individuals and $30 for family sessions.

 Donations beyond that amount will be gratefully accepted and acknowledged with a tax receipt 
for the additional amount.
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The RLT Covid Q&A
What is this?
It’s information about how Covid-19 has affected Regina Little Theatre.

Do you like talking about coronavirus?
It’s our second-favourite topic.

What’s your favourite?
Everything else is tied for first.

OK, so RLT has announced plans to resume mainstage productions in February. How are you going 
to manage that for the audience?
Well, for a start, the seating capacity for the Regina Performing Arts Centre will be restricted to a maximum 
of 150 spectators. Couples and families will be allowed to sit together, but social distancing between 
groups must be enforced. So there will be a lot of gaps or empty seats in the theatre.

So, there will be reserved seating?
Let’s call it assigned seating. When you buy your tickets, the RPAC computer will designate your seats by 
row and seat number, as usual. The difference from past seasons is that seats will be sold on a first-come, 
first-served basis. We can’t provide subscribers with the same seats for a whole season.

Why not?
For one thing, this season there will be no subscriptions – and no subscribers. The province could 
indefinitely shut down on a day’s notice, like it did last March, and we don’t want to be holding on to 
people’s money a second time. (By the way, all of you who so generously contributed the balance of your 
2019-20 subscription to RLT in the form of a donation: Thanks again. We love you.)

Won’t that make it difficult for the hard-of-hearing patrons who prefer to sit near the front?
We have a year of experience with miked-up actors now; sitting close to the stage doesn’t provide clearer 
sound anymore.

Will tickets still be available ahead of time through the RPAC box office?
Yes, and the phone number is still 306-779-2277.

What other changes will the audience notice?
There won’t be any intermission. It’s too risky to have dozens of people congregating in the lobby and the 
washrooms at once. So, when you gotta go, you go.

Won’t that be disruptive to the actors and the audience?
A little bit, probably. We’ll just ask that you be as considerate as you can. And the actors will be forewarned 
that there may be a little more audience noise than they’re used to.

Will there be snacks and refreshments?
Only if we can find a way to do it safely within provincial government guidelines. We’ve got a few months 
to figure that out.
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How will you control the audience’s entry into, and exit from, the theatre?
Volunteers will be on hand to keep things orderly and safe when you arrive. Before the show begins, that 
person who comes on stage and makes the announcements will remind that you are required to stay in 
your seats when the play ends. (Unless, of course, you’re inclined to offer a standing ovation – in which 
case, go for it!) Upon the show’s conclusion, that announcement person will come back on stage and guide 
the audience through a socially-distanced exit.

Will we, as audience members, have to wear masks?
Presuming there’s little change in the Covid-19 situation, you’ll probably be required to wear a mask 
when you enter and when you leave. Once you are in your seat, it will probably be optional, although 
that is subject to change. If the provincial government mandates masks, we will honour and enforce that 
mandate.

What about the Greenroom Party on Friday night?
No can do; not this season.

Will we eventually see the shows that were scheduled and cancelled?
Someday, probably. As long as the pandemic is a going concern, we have to present shorter plays so that 
the audience’s risk of exposure is minimized. By eliminating intermission and presenting shorter works, 
we’re reducing the audience’s time in the building by 30 to 40 per cent. And for the time being, plays with 
large casts – like The Mouse That Roared and To Kill a Mockingbird – are impractical because it’s impossible 
to socially distance 20 or more actors at rehearsals.
One might say that we’re putting previously selected plays on the back burner; but if you’re going to 
use that analogy, it would be more accurate to say we’re wrapping them tightly and putting them in the 
freezer. We don’t want them to go to waste; besides, we’d already paid for some of the scripts!

What about membership in Regina Little Theatre? It used to be included with a season’s 
subscription, but you said there are no subscriptions this season.
Exactly. So, the board of directors decided that all 2019-20 memberships will be extended for an additional 
year at no charge. If you were a member last season, your membership remains in effect through 
September of 2021. For anyone who doesn’t have a membership, they can acquire RLT membership for 
$25; that’s the same price we had in the past for anyone who wanted membership without a subscription.

Are ticket prices going up?
Just a little. Tickets will be $25 for adults and $22 for seniors and students; that’s a two-dollar increase.

Will there still be two-for-one Wednesdays?
Sorry, not this season. In the past, we’d frequently have 300 to 400 people at our Friday night shows. With 
RPAC’s capacity restricted to 150, we have to make allowances for at least half of those people to attend 
other performances.

How do you know people will attend?
We don’t! But we’re going to prepare as if they will, and we’re going to do it in a way that does the utmost 
to ensure their safety while giving them a great night (or matinee) of entertainment.
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Meet RLT’s new President
John Chaput was acclaimed as President at Regina 
Little Theatre’s annual general meeting on Sept. 
22, succeeding Faye Daborn, who had served 
continuously in that capacity since 2012.

John should be familiar to RLT patrons as a frequent 
performer. In fact, he was the last person to be on 
stage in an RLT production; his character Marty 
made a hasty exit at the end of A Red Plaid Shirt a 
month before the pandemic shut down the theatre 
and most everything else. His more recent credits 
include the roles of James Barrie in The Lost Boy, 
Richard in Beer for Breakfast, Dr. Chumley in Harvey 
and Dogberry in Much Ado About Nothing. He has also 
directed three one-act plays, most recently Little Shop 
Boys of Horrors in which the men of our carpentry 
shop acquitted themselves so well as actors.

Born and raised in Montreal, John moved to Saskatchewan in 1977 and has lived here almost 
continuously since then. He and his wife Evelyn have been married 41 years and have a son, 
Morgan, and a daughter, Lana.

A writer and editor (now retired) by trade, John worked as an employee with the Moose Jaw 
Times-Herald, Regina Leader-Post and Edmonton Journal and extensively as a freelancer with The Globe 
and Mail. He has written three books on the province’s sports history, including co-authorship 
of the autobiography of Saskatchewan Roughriders legend George Reed.

John began his association with RLT in 1985. Besides acting, directing and working as a 
crewperson, he has served on the board with responsibilities for play selection, fundraising 
and workshops.

Faye Daborn remains on the RLT board as Past President, continuing an unbroken record 
of service on the executive that goes back more than 20 years. John intends to follow 
Faye’s example of treating the presidency as a position of service to the board and to RLT’s 
membership.

“It’s a heavy responsibility and a serious workload to undertake at a difficult time,” he said 
shortly after taking office. “Covid-19 has caused serious complications for RLT, as it has for 
all individuals and organizations. Luckily, there is very little turnover on the board, and that 
body boasts a wealth of skill, experience, good judgment and continuity.

“Our priorities now are to weather a significant financial setback and re-establish RLT’s 
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sustainability through both traditional and new, innovative projects. We are on the verge 
of resuming activities and, once we do, we must safeguard the well-being of everyone who 
participates: cast, crew, volunteers and especially the audience.

“It’s going to take a lot of work and a serious commitment for everyone, but our legion of 
volunteers has never shied away from that. We’ll get through it together and six years down 
the road, when Regina Little Theatre celebrates 100 seasons of continuous performance, we’ll 
be extra proud to achieve that milestone.”

Regina Little Theatre’s annual general meeting was held 
September 22 at the Regina Performing Arts Centre. In addition to those physically in 
attendance, more took part through a Zoom link on the Internet.

A technical omission was addressed following the discovery in RLT’s constitution that Lifetime 
Memberships are to be ratified through separate motions at the AGM. To rectify that, Lifetime 
Memberships were then officially approved for Dan Carr, Dallas Duffus, Rod McLeod, Joan 
Miller, Bill Nistor, Cheryl and Darcy Scherle, Bonnie Senger, Jean Taylor and Pat Wilson.

The election of officers brought forth a new president as Faye Daborn stepped down and 
John Chaput was elected by acclamation. Faye remains on the board as past president. The 
remainder of the executive (vice-president Cathy Moberly, treasurer Arlene Janzen and 
secretary Jennifer Lyn Squires) retained their positions by acclamation.

Balloting for the four members-at-large resulted in the election of Nora Berg, Christine 
Byerley, Bonnie Senger and Abbey-Taylor Weber. Terry Bell, Dan Carr, Derek Klaassen and 
Brad McDougall remain on the board with their terms due to expire in September of 2021.

The Sampson J. Goodfellow Award (the “Sammy”) is presented annually to a volunteer for 
outstanding contribution to RLT and/or the art of theatre. This year’s recipient was Christine 
Byerley, who acted in Captain Blood, stage-managed A Red Plaid Shirt, and co- ordinated the hair 
and makeup for all three mainstage productions and the fall one-acts.

The Fred Gallagher Award (the “Freddy”) is presented annually to an unsung hero whose 
contributions to RLT are considerable but tend to be in the background. This year’s recipient 
was Garett Harnish, who for the past three years has been delighting cast, crew and online 
followers with his photographs of dress rehearsals.

A Lifetime Membership was awarded (with proper AGM approval) to John Chaput, whose 
involvement with RLT dates back to 1985.

The next annual general meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 21, 2021.
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Still to come this season!

Nightfall With Edgar 
Allan Poe
By Eric Coble
Directed by Amanda Schenstead
Produced by special arrangement with Playscripts Inc.

Auditions: To be announced

Performances: Jun 9-122021

Edgar Allan Poe stands alone in the flickering darkness of 
his mind, trying desperately to convince himself – and us 
– that he’s not mad. The spell he weaves brings us a highly 
theatrical adaptation of four tales Poe himself considered 
his best: “The Raven,” “The Fall of the House of Usher,” “The 
Pit and the Pendulum,” and “The Tell-Tale Heart.” Enter the 
world of Poe and check your heartbeat at the door.

Sylvia
By A. R. Gurney
Directed by Nora Berg
Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service

Auditions: To be announced

Performances: Apr 7-102021

Greg and Kate have moved to Manhattan after twenty-two years of child-raising 
in the suburbs. Greg brings home a dog he found in the park—or that has found 
him—bearing only the name “Sylvia” on her name tag. Sylvia becomes a major bone 
of contention between husband and wife. The marriage is put in serious jeopardy 
until, after a series of hilarious and touching complications, Greg and Kate learn to 
compromise, and Sylvia becomes a valued part of their lives.
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Season Tickets
Main Stage Plays
Regina Little Theatre has suspended the sale of season 
subscriptions temporarily. All memberships will be extended 
until the September 2021 AGM at no charge. If you were 
a member last season, your membership remains in effect 
through September 21 of 2021. For anyone who doesn’t have a 
membership, they can acquire RLT membership for $25; that’s 
the same price we had in the past for anyone who wanted 
membership without a subscription.

Single-Admission Tickets
Main Stage Plays

Adults 
(19-54 years)

$2500

Seniors 
(55+ years)

$2200Students 
(Adult with current student ID)

Youth 
(18 years and under)

Tickets and Memberships
Box Office

Regina Performing Arts Centre

1077 Angus Street
Regina

Monday-Thursday:

12 Noon - 8:00 pm

Friday:

12 Noon - 4:00 pm

Performances:

Open 2 hours prior  
to performances

On Site:

Visa, MasterCard, Debit, 
Cheques, and Cash

Phone:

306-779-2277 
Visa and MasterCard only

Buy Tickets Online at:
reginapac.com/buy-tickets.html

G. Murray and Edna Forbes Foundation Fund
Ritenburg Family Foundation

Thank 
you

For Your 
Generous 
support!
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Nora BergArchives, Catering

TBASponsorships & Program Advertising, 
Marketing

Dan CarrPrograms & Posters

Christine ByerleyHair & Makeup, 
Costumes & Props

Derek Klaassen
One-Acts Producer, Mainstage 
Producer, Carpentry Shop Liaison, 
Publicity

Abbey-Taylor WeberMarketing, Social Media  
& Communications

Bonnie SengerPlay Selection Committee,  
Associate Producer

Brad McDougallMentoring, Workshops  
Co-ordinator, Safety

2020-2021 Board Members

Thank you 
to all our 

supporters!
We couldn’t do it without you!

Box Office ...........................306-779-2277
RLT Office ........................... 306-352-5535
Email ............................rlt@sasktel.net

PRESIDENT
TSI rep, Masks & Faces

John Chaput

PAST-PRESIDENT
Bar, Box Office & Memberships, 
Grant Applications

Faye Daborn

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Front of House, Raffles,  
Volunteer Co-ordinator

Cathy Moberly

SECRETARY 
Scholarships & Awards, Vouchers, 
Social Media & Communications,
Green Committee, Webpage Editor

Jennifer Squires

Regina Little Theatre 
Society, Inc.

1077 Angus Street 
Regina, SK   S4T 1Y4

TREASURER Arlene Janzen

G. Murray and Edna Forbes Foundation Fund Ritenburg Family Foundation


