SCENE SEVEN

SCENE: Luxembourg Gardens. Night. MARIUS enters DR. A mo-
ment passes and COSETTE appears, DL.

COSETTE. Marius. (He sees her, stands. They embrace, kiss.)

MARIUS. I was afraid you wouldn’t be here.

COSETTE. It’s not easy to leave the house without my father
seeing me. I don’t like to deceive him.

MARIUS. You haven’t told him about us?

COSETTE. No. He doesn’t think I have anyone, not even a
friend. We've always lived like that, Moving from place to
place, never staying long. (Clings to him.) Oh, Marius.

MARIUS. What is it? What'’s wrong? (He guides her to the
bench. They sit.)

COSETTE. We’re going away.

MARIUS. What do you mean?

COSETTE. He says we must leave France. He is getting pas-
sage for England.

MARIUS. But why? Why must you leave France?

COSETTE. He seems terribly worried about something. What
does it matter? We’re leaving and that is that. (She fights to
hold back tears.)

MARIUS. No, I won’t have it. (Resolute.) I know what must be
done.

COSETTE. What can be done?

MARIUS. I will get my aunt’s permission to marry you.

COSETTE (overjoyed). You mean it? Is such a thing possible?
(Stands beside him.) .

MARIUS. But of course. Your father will have to let you stay.
A man and wife cannot be separated. I will see my aunt at
once. You will meet me here tomorrow. Noon. Can you
manage it?

COSETTE. I'll be here, Marius.

MARIUS. I'll see you to your house. (MARIUS takes her arm.
As they start to exit DL.)

COSETTE. Father won’t object. I know he won'’t.

MARIUS. They’ll both agree. You'll see. My aunt and your
father both.

(As they start to exit, VALIEAN steps into view from DR. He
does not wish to be seen, but it’s plain he’s watching from a dis-
tance. He waits until the young lovers move off and, then, turns
and exits.)



