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Big themes, big production for “Les Miz”

It may be from two centuries ago, but the essence of
Les Miserables will still resound with Regina Little Theatre’s
audience when it plays at RPAC over the first days of April.

“The story line remains powerful, with the same characters,”
says director Bob Nicholls of the story set in early 19th-century
France. “For the most part, the play remains true to the intent of
Victor Hugo's original novel.

“It explores the ideas of justice and injustice, abuse of power,
poverty, change and transformation, human rights, class
conflict, and the meaning of life — themes that are as important
today as when the novel was written. We see some of these
ideas in the news almost daily.”

Les Miserables massive popularity as a musical adaptation on
stage and screen a few decades .
ago made it a natural fit for the
timeline RLT is following in its
100th season.
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This essentially non-musical
version, however, concentrates
on the core of Hugo’s
masterpiece.

“The plot follows the lives
and interactions of the main
characters: Fantine, Cosette,
Marius, Inspector Javert,

the Thenardier family, and

Assistant stage manager Susan Holmes, stage manager
Cheryl Scherle and director Bob Nicholls check their
notes during a recent rehearsal for Zes Miserables.

particularly the struggles of ex-convict Jean Valjean,” says
Nicholls. “Each of them has his or her demons to deal with, the
same as in the novel and the musical.”

Even stripped of the songs, RLT’s production will feature some
ambitious aspects of stagecraft that will be executed by a cast of
26 and an even bigger production crew.

“There are a huge number of lighting, sound and projection
cues that will enhance the production,” says Nicholls. “With
24 scenes, we have to make sure that it moves quickly. The
audience will need to use its imagination since the sets, for the
most part, are suggested. It is a challenge since many characters
appear only once or twice and for short periods of time.

“Add in another 30 or so designers and production crew, and

it has meant a lot of organizing. Thank
heavens for my wonderful stage manager
Cheryl Scherle, who keeps everything
organized and running efficiently.”

Les Miserables will have the usual
Wednesday-to-Saturday (including
~ matinee) run April 1, 2, 3 and 4,

with evening performances at

7:30 p.m. and the matinee at 1:30 p.m.
The play will also be presented as the
opening feature of TheatreFest 2026 (the
provincial drama festival) at RPAC on
Easter Sunday, April 5, at 7:30 p.m.
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Masks and Faces is the official publication of Regina Little Theatre Society,
Inc. and is published four times per year.

Help RLT to be both environmentally friendly AND fiscally responsible. Let
us know if we can send your newsletter electronically! Leave your email
address at the box office or contact us at 306-352-5535 or rit@sasktel.net.
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Lyn Goldman: In Memoriam

Actor, director, publicist, administrator, organizer, benefactor, institution, inspiration — Lyn Goldman
(1932-2026) was all this and more over a 78-year span of involvement with Regina Little Theatre.

Lyn passed away suddenly but peacefully in her home on January 13 at the age of 93.

She made her RLT debut as a 15-year-old in Quier Weekend (1948) and was a fixture on and behind
the stage well into the 21st century. Her acting highlights included major roles in 7he Madwoman of
Chaillot (1967), Auntie Mame (1980), and Stee/ Magnolias (1996, alongside dear friends Carol Gay Bell
and the late Jean Freeman). Lyn’s last acting appearance was in Calendar Girls (2015).

Lyn handled RLT publicity for much of the 1960s, held the titles of vice-president in 1972 and
president from 1973-75, directed three full-length plays, and procured performance venues in the late
1970s after Darke Hall was unavailable. She was an Honorary Life Member of RLT, was presented with
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the Sammy Award in 1975, and in 2022 was our first recipient of the Jacqui Shumiatcher Award for her philanthropic support.

“Lyn Goldman epitomized the dedicated volunteer spirit of Regina Little Theatre,” says RLT president John Chaput. “As busy as she was
professionally, she gave so generously of her time, talent and energy. She had that rare knack to be socially charming but ultimately reliable

when work had to be done, no matter how demanding.

“She endures as the ultimate example among us of an individual who benefitted from those who came before her, built on their efforts,

and left an enduring legacy for those of us who follow her.”

Lyn probably would have done even more for RLT had she not been interrupted by studies at Queen’s University, work assignments in
Toronto and Los Angeles, and her constant breaking down of doors and shattering glass ceilings around Regina in the fields of media,

public relations and education. For her many contributions and achievements in those fields, she received an Honorary Doctor of Laws
from the University of Regina in 2015 and the Saskatchewan Order of Merit in 2019.

It is thanks to a generous donation Lyn made a year ago that RLT is able to stage its Centennial Celebration Gala on May 9 at RPAC.

Beyond all her tangible contributions, Lyn will be appreciated for her incredible energy, cheerful personality, and her unwavering support

for community theatre and its participants.

" Regina Little Theatre and Theatre
Saskatchewan will co-host TheatreFest
2026 provincial drama festival April 5-11

at the Regina Performing Arts Centre.

Celebrated since 1933 under different names, this festival of
full-length productions allows community theatre groups across
Saskatchewan to perform and socialize.

TheatreFest’s schedule is as follows:

(Easter) Sunday, April 5: Regina Little Theatre performing Zes
Miserables, adapted by Tim Kelly from Victor Hugo’s novel.

Monday, April 6: McLean Doomsday Players performing 7he
Importance of Being ErnestSK, a Saskatchewan-set adaptation by
Matthew Deans-Beynham of Oscar Wilde’s classic comedy.

Tuesday, April 7: Moose Jaw Community Players performing
the musical Notoriously Moose Jaw by Joan Stumborg and
Debbie Burgher.

Wednesday, April 8: In lieu of performance, an extended question-
and-answer session with TheatreFest 2026 adjudicator Gordon
Portman.

Thursday, April 9: Swift Current Community Theatre performing
Jonas and Barry in the Home, a dramedy by Norm Foster.

TheatreFest will include two musicals

Friday, April 10: North Battleford Community Players performing
the musical Bitter Gir/by Annabel Fitzsimmons, Alison Lawrence
and Mary Francis Moore.

Saturday, April 11: Awards Gala.

Gordon Portman is an accomplished performer, writer and teacher
with 35 years of professional experience. His public adjudications
will be held, at a time to be announced, on the day after each
performance.

Details (still being worked out) of scheduling adjudications and
workshops (two of them, subjects to be determined) will, when
confirmed, be posted on RLT and Theatre Saskatchewan websites
and social media.

Starting times for all evening events will be 7:30 p.m. The Awards
Gala on April 11 will be preceded by a reception beginning at
6 p.m.

Each performance will have a $30 admission plus $2.50
administration fee. The Awards Gala admission will be $15.
Individual tickets and full-week passes will be available at the
RPAC ticket desk (1077 Angus Street, phone 306-751-0250, open
noon-8 p.m. Monday through Thursday, noon-4 p.m. Friday.)
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On Golden Pond entertams big turnout

Another success for Season 100 was
recorded February 11-14 when the touching
dramedy On Golden Pond was performed
at RPAC.

The five performances drew total audiences
of more than 1,200, making it one of our
most popular February shows ever.

Friday the 13th proved to be not at all
unlucky, with Their Honours Lieutenant
Governor Bernadette McIntyre and Rich
McIntyre attending informally and taking
in the Green Room party after the show.

“Thank you very much for hosting us,”
Lt.-Gov. McIntyre wrote a few days later.
“We very much enjoyed the evening. Please
pass along our congratulations to the cast
and crew. They did a wonderful job.”

Cast, crew and special guest after the Feb. 13 performance

Indeed, congratulations are in order for actors of On Golden Pond. Seated, from left: Kelle Crosbie,

Dan Carr, Kelle Crosbie, Scott Krieser, Amanda LeForte, Lt.-Gov. Bernadette McIntyre, Dan Carr, Amanda Schenstead.
Alex Hindmarch, Jonathan Adams, Bonnie Senger Standing: Assistant director David Hopkinson, understudy
(unrecognizable as the telephone operator with the Lon Niedermayer, Scott Krieser, stage manager Piers Hill,
Maine twang) — and, let us not forget, Elmer the doll. assistant SM Brendan Lorch, costume designer Amy Qu,
Kudos as well to director Amanda Schenstead and her makeup artist Christine Barss, Amanda LeForte,

crew, and to set designer Pat Wilson and the Shop Boys stagehand Bryton Luxton, Alex Hindmarch, Jonathan Adams
for some great visual ambiance. and props procurer Greg Buckland.

Centennial Gala - do you have your tickets?

Ticket sales continue to move steadily There will also be a healthy selection vignettes
for Regina Little Theatre’s Centennial e _ from some of RLT’s most noteworthy

Gala at RPAC on the evening of = T:Ezt‘::[: Jeats Bl productions of our first century, among them
Saturday, May 9. | ll  excerpts from Anne of Green Gables,

As of March 10, half of the maximum I Remember Mama, Arsenic and OId Lace,

of 300 tickets had been sold. C E N T E N N [A L and Pride and Prejudiice.

“Given our usual pattern of ticket sales, Free food (charcuterie) and non-alcoholic
that suggests we'll end up at or near a drinks are included in the ticket price of $45

sell-out audience,” RLT president John (plus $2.50 administrative fee).

Chaput said. “Nothing’s for certain, - -_,-3_ . May 9, 2026 i 5 P**  Doors will open at 6 p.m., with the official
but we know many people prefer to program starting at 7:30. Attendees will be
put things off until they’re certain they can attend. That’s only welcome to socialize and enjoy numerous displays, including a
natural. I anticipate tickets are going to get gobbled up through Nostalgia Room adjoining the lobby. Door prizes will be drawn
March and especially April.” and RLT merchandise will be available for purchase.

The Centennial Gala, this climax of Season 100 will feature In addition, a special RLT Alumni Night will be held on
pageantry, performance and nostalgia with a full two-hour Wednesday, May 6, at Boston Pizza Albert Street North,
program of entertainment — including musical ambiance with a scheduled start of 7 p.m. Admission will be free

from the Regina Mandolin Orchestra, songs, video montages and Boston Pizza will provide a 20-per-cent discount on all
of our history and illustrious alumni, and the premiere of food and beverages. Anyone with a past or present connection
Stolen Holiday by Marion Young, the winner of our One-Act to RLT is welcome to attend. Those intending to attend
Playwriting competition. Alumni Night on May 6 are requested to RSVP by e-mail to

rlt@sasktel.net so we can prepare for an estimated turnout.
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Calendar of Events

The Birds and the Bees auditions:

New book chronicles
100 years of RLT history

> : These will be held Monday and Tuesday,
:e &g\ March 23-24, downstairs at the Regina
When you prosper for 100 Ly ¥\ erforms .
} W &\ Performing Arts Centre, beginning each
. years, it seems natural that r night at 7:30 p.m. Participants are urged to
A : a book should be written The Bird¢ and . . .
10 s arrive 10-15 minutes early to fill out the
d about it The Beeg o
) . Mok Evmwfosd audition form.
A Century of Creating Community:
The History of So, here comes A Century The Birds and the Bees, directed by
Regi“i‘;‘jgi‘i}?(matm’ of Creating Community: Bryce Schlamp, has four adult characters: two in their 60s
sl T A History of Regina Little (one male, one female), a woman aged about 35 to 45, and a
Theatre, 1926-2026. young man in his 20s.
Four people are chiefly March 23-24: Auditions for 7he Birds and the Bees.

responsible for the book:
John Chaput, the author;
Dan Carr, who is responsible
for the layout of the May 6: Alumni Night at Boston Pizza Albert North.
contents, the cover and the
dust jacket; Carolyn McBean,

April 1-4: Performances of Zes Miserables.

April 5-11: Theatre Saskatchewan’s TheatreFest 2026 at RPAC.

May 9: RLT Centennial celebration.

whose generous donation June 10-13: Performances of 7he Birds and the Bees.

covered the cost of printing and delivery; and Nora Berg, whose June 19: RLT Volunteer Appreciation Gala.
long dedication to maintaining our archives provided ready access
to the stories and images of RLT’s history.

A Century of Creating Community will have chapters devoted
to the decade-by-decade progress of RLT, its prominent builders,
alumni who went on to professional success, a first-person
collection of memories from the late Lyn Goldman, a complete
listing of all 865 productions RLT has undertaken, a section of all TREASURER ......coooviioioieieeeeee Mariya Reshetar
provincial festival award winners and in-house honours, and more
than 160 photos.

PRESIDENT ........occiiiiiiiiiiiiiciiciecceas John Chaput
VICE - PRESIDENT..........cccooiniiinn. Cathy Moberly

SECRETARY ... Faye Daborn
Members at Large: Nora Berg, Janaya Hanley,

As this edition of Masks & Faces was being prepared, the Marty Lelliott, Patrick Pelletier, Cheryl Scherle,
120-page hardcover was in the process of being printed by Bryce Schlamp, Bonnie Senger and Hope Van Vliet
Rapido Livres in Montreal, with expectations that it would
arrive in Regina by the end of this month. If it arrives in time,
A Century of Creating Community will be on sale during the
run of Les Miserables (April 1-4), TheatreFest 2006 (April 5-11),

and at the Centennial Gala (May 9).
(er ) RLT
The book will eventually be priced at $40, but until May 10 will REGINA
be available for $35. e
All revenue from sales will be put towards defraying the cost BOX OffiCe weovvvvvnuuunsnvennnes 306-779-2277
of the Centennial Gala. RLT Office.....cccccvrerrnceees 306-352-5535
Email.......ccovvvrriinnirnn. rlt@sasktel.net

Thank you toall our supporters! we couldn’t do it without you!
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