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EPONINE and JAVERT, who is in his shirt-sleeves pretending
to be one of the mob. VALIEAN takes off his coat and tosses it

off-stage.

VALJEAN (to HENRI). Give me a rifle.

HENRI. Gladly. (Hands rifle to VALIEAN.)

EPONINE (to ADELE). That man is not one of us. He’s a
police spy.

ADELE. Who?

EPONINE (points to JAVERT). That one.

ADELE. Henri, did you hear?

JAVERT. The girl’s lying. I am not a policeman.

MARIUS. His name is Javert. Inspector Javert. What Eponine
says is true.

ADELE. Search him. He must have some identification.

JAVERT. There is no need. I am Inspector Javert.

MARIUS. We’d better lock him up, Henri.

ADELE. Are you mad?! He’s a police spy. He can point his
finger at each one of us if the battle goes against us.

HENRI. Adele’s right. He must be executed.

VALJEAN (steps forward). 1 am an old soldier of the Republic.
Let me have the honor of executing this spy.

HENRI. This is war. You have permission to execute the spy.

VALJEAN (takes JAVERT by the arm). Come with me. (NOTE:
At this point, all except JAVERT and VALJEAN have posi-
tioned themselves behind the barricade. The lighting is such
that the barricade is in silhouette. A soft light or spot is focused
extreme DR and it is to this area that VALIEAN conveys his
prisoner. ALL at the barricade freeze so nothing will distract
from the VALJEAN-JAVERT dialogue. Sound effects fade
under.)

JAVERT. After all these years, after all my searching, it ends
here. The hunter becomes the hunted. I underestimated you.
Take your revenge, Valjean. A knife would suit you better
than a rifle. (Pause.)

VALJEAN. You're free to go. (JAVERT stares at VALIEAN
open-mouthed.) 1 don’t suppose I shall leave here alive, but if
I do, you can find me at Number Seven, rue de 'Homme. I
call myself Monsieur Leblanc. Now go.

ActTI LES MISERABLES Page 65

JAVERT. Why are you doing this?

VALJEAN. That is my concern.

JAVERT. I have failed in my duty. I'd rather you killed me.

VALJEAN. Clear out. (VALJEAN returns to the barricade.
JAVERT watches him for a moment, exits DR. To HENRI.)
It’s done. I've killed him.



